The Fairland Local Board of Education held its organizational/regular meeting on January 11, 2021.

The following members were present at roll call:  Mr. Sowards, Mr. Gorby, Mr. Ward and Mr. Appleton. Mr. Lewis was in attendance virtually from a remote location.  
01-21 Resolution Allowing Virtual Board Member Participation and 

Amending Certain Board Policies
Mr. Appleton moved second by Mr. Ward to adopt the following resolution:
WHEREAS, Ohio continues to be in a declared state of emergency due to the spread of the COVID-19 virus; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the General Assembly approved Am. Sub. H.B. 197, which, among other things, provided emergency relief related to the Open Meetings Act and permitted members of a public body to hold and attend meetings and hearings by teleconference, videoconference or any similar electronic technology  means, through December 1, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2020, the Ohio General Assembly passed Sub. H.B. 404, which extended the ability to hold virtual public meetings and attend meetings virtually in response to the COVID-19 pandemic beyond the previous December 1, 2020 deadline, through July 1, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, Sub. H.B. 404 specifies that any resolution or action taken during such meetings has the same effect as if it were taken during an in-person, regular meeting; and

WHEREAS, Sub. H.B. 404  stipulates that members attending virtual meetings remotely shall be considered  present and counted as part of the quorum required to conduct business and shall, in addition, be permitted to vote; and

WHEREAS, to protect the health and safety of its members, the Board wishes to conduct its meetings virtually and/or to permit its members to attend meetings virtually, as needed, and to amend related Board policies during the period of the declared State of Emergency.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education for the Fairland Local School District as follows: 

1. For the duration of the State of Emergency but not beyond July 1, 2021, 

a. The Board hereby expresses its intention to forego the requirements in Board Policy 0131 – Legislative that action to amend the Board policies stated in this Resolution be taken only after being proposed at a previous Board meeting.

b. The Board temporarily amends Board Policy 0100 Definitions, and specifically the term “voting” to include the possibility that a Board member may be present for a meeting via electronic or telephonic means in order to have their vote officially recorded in the Board minutes.

c. The Board temporarily amends Board Policy 0162 – Quorum to state: “Three (3) members present in person or via electronic or telephonic means at a meeting
shall constitute a quorum, and no business shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum.”
d. The Board temporarily amends Board Policy 0167 – Voting to allow for motions to be adopted by the requisite vote of those Board members present in-person and/or present via electronic or telephonic means.  
e. The Board temporarily amends Board Policy 0169.1 – Public Participation at Board Meetings to suspend all in-person public participation, whenever meetings are held virtually.  In that case, opportunities for public comment to the Board shall continue to be provided through electronic means.

f. Whenever meetings are held virtually, the Board will provide electronic or telephonic means by which members of the public may attend and observe the meetings of the Board.  Such electronic or telephonic means shall ensure that the public can hear the discussions and deliberations of all Board members, including those attending through interactive video conference or teleconference.
The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,        
yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.               Motion carried.
02-21 PRESIDENT ELECTED
Mr. Gorby moved second by Mr. Ward to elect Mr. Sowards as board president for 2021.

The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,        
yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.               Motion carried.

03-21 VICE-PRESIDENT ELECTED
Mr. Sowards moved second by Mr. Ward to elect Mr. Gorby as board vice-president for 2021.

The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,        
yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.               Motion carried.

04-21 REGULAR MEETING DATES AND TIME SCHEDULED

Mr. Ward moved second by Mr. Appleton to schedule regular meetings for 2021 on the second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Fairland High School multi-purpose room.

The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,        
yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.               Motion carried.
05-21 CONSENT AGENDA #1 ITEMS APPROVED

Mr. Sowards moved second by Mr. Appleton to approve the following consent agenda #1 items:
A)  Approve the Comfort Closet/Parent Partner Program as presented by Social Worker Courtney Sowards.  This program will allow the Social Worker to accept both monetary and nonmonetary donations and have petty cash stored at the board office to have the resources to help students and families in need as the needs arise.
B)  Accept the retirement of Shirley Tabor, FHS English Teacher, effective at the end of the 2020-2021 school year
C)  Approve updates/additions/deletions to the following            board policies as presented by the Superintendent:

· 1530 – Evaluation of Principals and Other Administrators

· 2270 – Religion in the Curriculum
· 2431 – Interscholastic Athletics
· 2464 – Gifted Education and Identification

· 3120 – Employment of Professional Staff
· 3124 – Employment Contract

· 4120 – Employment of Classified Staff 
· 4162 – Drug and Alcohol Testing of CDL License Holders and Other Employees Who Perform Safety-Sensitive Functions

· 5200 – Attendance

· 5460 – Graduation Requirements

· 5517.02 – Sexual Violence

· 5610 – Removal, Suspension, Expulsion and Permanent Exclusion of Students

· 5611 – Due Process Rights

· 6107 – Authorization to Accept and Distribute Electronic Records and to use Electronic Signatures

· 6144 – Investments

· 6152 – Student Fees, Fines and Charges

· 6152.01 – Waiver of School Fees For Instructional Materials

· 6325 – Procurement – Federal Grants/Funds

· 8540.01 – Protective Facial Coverings During Pandemic/Epidemic Events

· 8800 – Religious/Patriotic Ceremonies and Observances
D)  Approve the student activity budget for the Fairland High School Clean & Green Club submitted by Nicole Hayes
E)  Approve purchase order #93341 to Securly Classroom in the amount of $7,012.50
F)  Approve a resolution to participate in the Ohio School Boards Association Legal Assistance Fund for calendar year 2021 and authorizes the treasurer to pay $250
G)  Approve annual Ohio School Boards Association membership for 2021 at an estimated cost of $4,874

H)  Approve the tax budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 as presented by the Treasurer to be submitted to the Lawrence County Budget Commission
I)  Approve the minutes of the December 14, 2020 regular board meeting
J)  Approve the bank reconciliation, Spending Plan Comparison, Cash Summary, and Financial Summary by Fund reports for December 2020 as presented by the Treasurer 
K)  Approve the Disbursement Summary Report for December 2020 which includes a credit card expenditure report as presented by the Treasurer 
The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis, yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.       
Motion carried.
06-21 EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Sowards moved second by Mr. Gorby to go into executive session to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public employee
The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,         yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.           
Motion carried.
Out 6:35 p.m.  Back 7:40 p.m.
Upon roll call, Mr. Sowards, Mr. Gorby, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Ward and Mr. Appleton were present when the regular session reconvened. 
07-21 ADJOURN
Mr. Sowards moved second by Mr. Gorby to adjourn the meeting.

The vote was:  Mr. Sowards, yea; Mr. Gorby, yea; Mr. Lewis,         yea; Mr. Ward, yea; Mr. Appleton, yea.           
Motion carried.
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